Intrathoracic lymphadenopathy. A rare manifestation of rheumatoid pulmonary disease.
This is the first antemortem report of a patient with long-standing RA and interstitial lung disease who developed reactive mediastinal adenopathy coincident with increases in the activity of his interstitial process. Mediastinal adenopathy was discovered by means of CT of the chest as part of an evaluation of interstitial lung disease. The increasing use of better imaging techniques for this purpose will undoubtedly reveal more patients with this finding. Mediastinal lymphadenopathy complicating rheumatoid lung is clinically relevant; speculation is provided regarding the mechanism of the lymph node enlargement in this setting.